PHOEBE MARGARET SMITH (HYNE)
Phoebe Margaret Smith was born on 3 November 1845 in Sydney, the sixth child of Sarah
and James, and was baptized on 28 December 1845 at St Philips Sydney. She married
William Henry Hyne on 17 November 1875 at Walkerston, Mackay.

William was born in Stokefleming, Devon, England on 26 August 1837. He studied
agriculture, gaining many prizes at the Royal Agricultural College at Cirencester,
Gloucestershire England. On arriving in Queensland he continued his studies on agricultural
practices world wide.
William Henry partnered with George F Bridgman to purchase two cattle stations near Nebo,
Mackay; Lake Elphinstone and Fort Cooper (from Mr E M Long). The properties were
managed by Mr Jim Marshall, and then Mr J A Edwards.
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After purchasing their cattle properties, Hyne and Co turned their attention to sugar and in
1873, they purchased five small blocks with a total area of 12.14 ha o n the eastern side of
Nebo Road where the CSIRO building on Nebo Road currently stands . They also purchased
additional land in the area bringing the total to 60.7 hectares.
Here they developed a small plantation, “Balmoral” and built the Balmoral Mill which stood
on the site of the Sugar Research Institute using material brought to Mackay on the barque
the ‘City of Melbourne’ in July 1873. The mill was erected by late October that year and was
managed by Angus Bell. Crushing began in October 1873 using cane from their own farm as
well as neighbouring farms.
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Also in that year, Hyne replaced his Bourbon cane with Black Java, which was a smaller plant
with greater sugar content. In the 1874 season this replacement cane yielded almost three
tons of sugar per acre, nearly twice the yield of Bourbon.
In 1875 Henry Fitzgerald who owned Meadowlands became insolvent due to severe rust in
the cane and the plantation and mill were taken over and worked by the Australian Joint
Stock Bank.
In 1887, Hyne & Co purchased “Meadowlands” which was situated close to”Balmoral” on
the west of the lagoons and near the current Racecourse Mill. They transferred operations
to that mill and Balmoral closed, its machinery being used in the construction of Marian Mill
in 1882.
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In 1881, Hyne & Co was sued by James Stodart of Brisbane for breach of contract of 100 tons of
sugar. As a result they were required to pay £35/16/5.
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In 1879 Henry was appointed a Magistrate of the Territory.
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Following the acquisition of Meadowlands, Hyne and Phoebe built their home "Balmoral
House" on the old Balmoral plantation. Partially damaged in the 1918 cyclone, the house
was rebuilt opposite the current water tower and surrounded by Poinciana Trees.
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One of their employees on the sugar properties was John Alfred Michelmore who was also sent over
to the cattle properties to work. Alfred later purchased the two cattle properties.

Hyne & Co steadily modernised the Meadowlands mill so by 1882 “Meadowlands” was the
largest and most up-to-date factory then operating in the district. Despite the construction
of Racecourse Mill in 1886, Meadowlands survived and continued to crush without being
overtaken by financial disaster.
When William died in 1902 and the Meadowlands Company of Mackay that was registered
on 6 July 1906, bought the mill from the estate. The firm erected a derrick to facilitate
unloading of cane from drays and wagons.
In 1908 built a £4,000 branch line to connect the mill to the Mackay railway at Racecourse
siding. The siding included an eighty foot long bridge over the lagoons.
In 1914 the Racecourse Central Mill proposed taking over Meadowlands for £17,000, and the
offer was accepted and the mill closed.

William died in Mackay on 19 November 1902.
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William Henry left his estate to Phoebe.
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In 1921, Phoebe applied to have the title of another block of land at Wodehouse near Kyambola
transferred to her.
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Phoebe Margaret died on 3 November 1929 in Mackay.
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William and Phoebe are buried together in Mackay cemetery.

