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Preface
My mother Lilian Greens McKenna (1935-1996) had separated from my father Colin
William Hosking (1929-2002) while I was still a toddler. Raised by my mother, I had
no contact with my father until I was 11 years of age. Consequently my knowledge
of the Hosking lineage was largely just snippets of information that I had pieced
together over the years.
In early 2012, sparked by a question from my son, I began a quest to find my
Hosking roots. With the assistance of newly found cousins in both Australia and
Cornwell, I was to discover George Hosking from South Brent and his migration to
Australia in 1857. The print reproduced on the cover page is ‘Overlooking South
Brent’ by James R C Martin of Devon and gives a real sense of the agricultural nature
of the Dartmoor area of Devon.
Sources include indispensable websites such as Ancestry.com, LizandStu.com and
Trove, the work in the 1960s of James Ernest Hobbs and of course some relatives
with their snippets of information. There are still many gaps and I really would love
to find the whereabouts of Colin’s brother Ellsworth Hilton ‘Bub’ Hosking, late of
Mollymook, NSW.
Accordingly the paper is intended for those with ancestral links to this Hosking family
and will be updated periodically as new information comes to hand. On the last page
is a five generational Hosking family tree diagram, from my Great Grandfather and
namesake Andrew Joseph Hosking back, with lines identified thus far. Hopefully one
day it will be complete!
The first version of this paper was produced and distributed in November 2012.
This version; 2.4, has been updated with a Preface, Contents and some recent
additions of information from two newly-found cousins. The quest continues…

Andrew Thomas Hosking
Coogee, NSW
April 2015
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1. Devon, England
‘Devon: A county of England, reaching from the Bristol to the English Channel, and bounded by
Cornwall, and Somersetshire, and Dorsetshire. It is 69 miles in length, and 60 in breadth, and is
divided into 31 hundreds. It is very hilly, and abounds in huge granite rocks, some of whose peaks are
above 1500 feet in height. The highland is covered with wide moors, of which Dartmoor is the most
extensive. But in the valleys and lower ground
the soil is fertile. Its rivers are the Exe, the Culm,
the Dart, the Tamar, the Otter, &c. Some parts
of its coasts are composed of lofty cliffs, but at
others there is a beautiful sandy shore. The air
and climate are so mild and salubrious that
invalids often retire to its sea-ports for the
winter. Limestone, granite, some building-stone,
and a species of wood-coal are found here, as
well as some kinds of variegated marble. It
produces corn, &c. and fruit trees, especially
apples, whence much cider is made. Its fisheries
also are of value. Exeter is its chief city.
Population, 533, 460. It sends 22 members to
parliament.’1

2. South Brent, Blackawton and Loddiswell, Devon, England
The parish of South Brent in Devon,
England is a large one extending up
into the Dartmoor Hills. It takes its
name from the steep hill (O.E. ‘branl’
= ’steep’) just above the village, on
the summit of which are the ruins of
a windmill, built about 1790. The
village lies at the southern end of the
parish just north of the main road
from Exeter to Plymouth. The
railway from Exeter via Totnes also
passes through South Brent and it is
the railway which has been the most
important factor in the development
and growth of South Brent and the
doubling of the population over the
last 150 years.

1

From Barclay's Complete and Universal English Dictionary, 1842
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The village of Blackawton does not appear to have possessed any local industry in the past 150
years, and the parish as a whole, comprising the village of Blackawton and numerous small hamlets
and isolated houses, is today, as it
has been in the past, wholly
agricultural. It is situated in a fairly
inaccessible part of the region, the
mother village of Blackawton is
difficult to approach, and the history
of the parish is the history of a
typically rural community, whose
decline is the result of diminishing
employment opportunities in
agriculture and allied pursuits.
Population today is half what it was
in 1801.
The parish of Loddiswell increased its
population steadily until 1841 after which the familiar decline commenced, but not as markedly as
for Blackawton possibly because Loddiswell has been on a branch railway from South Brent to
Kingsbridge.

3. Origins: Hosking Family of South Brent
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The chart below was completed by James Ernest Hobbs, who researched the Hosking family of South
Brent in the 1960s.

At South Brent the descendants of two marriages, Richard Hosking and Zilpha White (1744) and
Henry Hosking and Joan Ellomes (1756) continued to live in the parish and there are, in the
churchyard, 13 tombstones mentioning 26 people with the surname Hosking dying in the parish
after 1850. Valentine Hosking who married Rachel Andrews at South Brent in 1745 moved to
Loddiswell. There are only three tombstones with the surname Hosking dated after 1850 and at
Blackawton there are none.
The first mention of the family found in South Brent is the marriage of Richard Hosking to Susannah
Waymouth in 1722. Where he came from is not known. In the registers his burial in 1734 is entered
as ‘Richard Hosking junior’ and a Richard Hosking buried at South Brent on 27 June 1751 is likely to
have been his father. The Devon and Cornwall marriage licences include three entries which no
doubt refers to his brother and sisters. His father is likely to have been William Hosking (b.1650).
Richard Hosking of South Brent (d. 1734) and Susannah Waymouth are shown to have had three
sons surviving infancy but there are likely to have been seven children born between 1722 and 1734.
One of these could have been Henry Hosking who married Joan Ellemes at South Brent in 1756 and
whose children including a son Richard were baptised at South Brent. The other might have been
George Hosking whose children Joan and George were baptised at South Brent in 1748 and 1757.
Valentine Hosking (1726-1802), the second son of Richard and Susannah moved to Loddiswell after
his marriage to Rachel Andrews in 1745. Valentine's occupation is not known. As the next three
generations were often cordwainers (shoemakers) he may also have been a cordwainer. Of his five
sons only Stephen and Joseph continued to live in Loddiswell. Joseph Hosking, cordwainer, of
Loddiswell (1759-1828) was 34 years old when he married Joanna Kennard, a union that produced
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three sons, William moved to Blackawton and John Andrews and Richard settled in Loddiswell, the
former following his father's occupation of cordwainer, the latter becoming a mason.
William Hosking of Blackawton (1795-1873)
was also described as cordwainer at the time
of his son's baptism in 1822. By 1841 the
census records show that he was running
The George Inn, which is still in the main
street at Blackawton near the church. There
were, however, two apprentice shoemakers
living in the inn in 1841 and he, no doubt, at
that time, continued to ply his trade. The
1841, 1851, and 1861 England census
records for The George Inn indicate that as
The George Inn, Blackawton, Devon
William grew older he concentrated more on
the inn and in 1861 he is described as innkeeper and there is no suggestion of any shoemaking on
the premises. Probably his son took the work over as in 1851 Henry Cole, one of the apprentices in
1841, was still living at the inn but was described as ‘farm labourer’.
There was steady depopulation of the rural parishes from the 1820s onwards. Between 1841 and
1851, especially, hundreds of rural parishes lost people to the towns, above all to Plymouth, Exeter
and other towns. Most of the migrants went to the local towns, but some left the county entirely,
such as George Hosking (1838-1900), the 2xG Grandfather of Andrew Thomas Hosking who
immigrated to Australia in 1857. The Hosking’s, as other families, were affected by these economic
and social changes.

4. Generational line: William and Joanna Hosking
William Hosking and wife Joanna were both born about 1650, probably in South Brent, Devon,
England.
The line from William flows through the next
five generations:
•
•
•

•

Richard Hosking (about 1680-1751)
Richard Hosking Jnr. (about 16961743)
Richard Hosking (about 1723-1797)
o m. 21 June 1744 to Zilpha
White (1720-1778)
George Hosking (about 1751-?)
o m. Mary Skelton

to George Hosking (born about 1777; the grandfather of the George Hosking that arrived in Australia
in the 1850s). George Hosking married Susanna Lear on 24 Sept ember 1811 at Modbury, Devon. A
daughter, Marianne, appears to have been born in 1812. A son, John Lear Hosking, was born in 1814
at Modbury and baptised at St George’s Church, Modbury (pictured above) on 9 October 1814.
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John Lear Hosking is recorded in the 1851 England Census as a farmer employing two workers and
owning the 146 acre ‘Kerswell Farm’ near Modbury. John Lear Hosking married, in about 1832,
Elizabeth Boon Crossing (1808-1889). She, like six of her siblings, is registered with the surname
‘Boon’ - the children of John Boon and Elizabeth Boon (nee Hamlyn). For some reason the Boon
family changed their surname to ‘Crossing’ - probably between 1818 and 1820 and following the
family’s move from Harberton, Devon to Kerswell.
John Lear Hosking died at Kerswell Farm on 12 March 1877 leaving a substantial will of around
£2000 (below). He was buried in Harberton, the home town of his wife Elizabeth. Elizabthe was also
buried there following her death 12 years later.

5. George Hosking: from South Brent to Mudgee, NSW, Australia
The fourth (of ten) child of John Lear Hosking and Elizabeth Hosking was George Hosking, born at
South Brent, Devon on 13 August 1838.
Family legend states that ‘in 1854 George was
found guilty of 'poaching a rabbit' in a local court in
Devon, England and sentenced to six months in
local gaol or banishment to Australia. While no
record can be found of the ‘crime’, George did sail
to Australia with his cousin John Newman2 aboard
the ‘SS Great Britain’ (pictured right), which arrived
in Melbourne, Victoria on 19 April 1857 (see Argus
article from 18 April 1857 page 9).
The two boys were following their uncles James Crossing (1820-1855) and Richard Crossing (18211872) and second cousin Mary Skelton Hosking (1813-1879) to Australia. The boys were the 7th and
8th children of John and Elizabeth Boon Crossing and the younger brothers of Elizabeth Boon
Crossing and Mary Ann Boon Crossing. Mary Skelton Hosking was the daughter of William Skelton
Hosking (George’s grandfather’s brother) and Mary Bradridge, The Crossing brothers and Mary
arrived in Sydney in 1841. James died (leaving a family) in 1855 and Mary married and settled in the
Maitland area. Richard3 prospered and welcomed the cousins to his family home in Mudgee, New
South Wales.

2

John Newman was born on 27 January 1838 at Diptford, Devon, the son of Thomas Newman and Mary Ann
Boon Crossing (sister of Elizabeth Boon Hosking).
3
Although ultimately suffered a tragic end via suicide in 1872.
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Anna Maria Foss4 arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 18 December 1858 aboard the ‘Roxburgh Castle’
(pictured right). Anna Maria was born at Buckfastleigh, Devon on 22 April 1837.
George Hosking married Anna Maria Foss six
months later on 2 May 1859 at the St. James Church
(pictured below) in Sydney (see Sydney Morning
Herald wedding notice of 13 May 1859 below).
Cousin John Newman married a little later; to
Victoria Vittoire Orchard at Cooerwull near
Bowenfels, New South Wales in 1861. The couple’s
third child, Elizabeth Crossing Newman, would later
marry Samuel James Buckley, the brother of Marian
and Annie Buckley; sisters that married George and Anna Maria Hosking sons (George and William
respectively). John Newman would later become Mayor of Cudgegong, New South Wales (35
kilometres SE of Mudgee).

By the time of his marriage in 1859 George
Hosking is a ‘butcher’ (and spirit merchant) and
recorded in the Western Post & Mudgee
Guardian newspaper on several occasions
during 1861 as a regular litigant in court
proceedings and other matters. These include:
•

8 January 1861: Recorded as buying a
10 shilling subscription towards the
erection of the Mudgee Catholic
Schoolhouse.

•

5 June 1861: Small Debts Court, Monday June 3:

is

Before the Police Magistrate, the Mayor, and E MARLAY, Esq.
P HOGAN v R CROSSING - £5 for trespass of pigs Mr CLARKE (for TEMPLETON) for
defendant. P HOGAN, farmer at Nash's Flat, said he had for a long time been annoyed by
a lot of pigs which had destroyed his wheat, corn, barley, and potato crops; he was sure
the pigs belonged to Mr CROSSING; when he spoke to him about them, all he could get
was "go and shoot them". Had tried to drive them to the pound, but there was such
"hapes on 'em" that he could not manage them; they were sure to make for the yard. Mr
DALY, baker, had been living at HOGAN's, and had often seen the dogs hunting the pigs;
they always made towards HOSKING's yard. Richard CROSSING said he had a number of
4

Foss family is subject of a separate paper.
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pigs on his farm, but they were all kept in a yard, from which only suckers could creep
out. He had often been annoyed by people taking down the rails and letting strange pigs
into his yard; he had turned out as
many as seven at a time. HOGAN
spoke to him about the pigs, when
he told him there were not his, and
that as far as he was concerned he
might shoot them. G HOSKINGS said
he was in the habit of riding to the
farm to see that the pigs were all
right; they were kept in a pig proof
yard; he had often seen strange pigs
about the farm, even that day
HOGAN's boys were driving a lot
away, which they did not know to
whom they belonged. Verdict £2
10s., 5s costs.
•
September 4, 1861: Small
Debts Court, Monday, September 2
Before the Police Magistrate, his Worship
the Mayor, and Mr Marlay:
G HOSKINGS v H TEBBUTT - 10s for work
and labour done. G HOSKINS said he had
killed and cleaned two pigs for defendant,
and had sent in a bill for the usual charge,
viz., 5s each. H TEBBUTT said before
employing HOSKINS he inquired of him
what would be his charge, when he said 2s
6d each. He had paid that amount into
Court, having refused the demand, for
which he was sued, upon principle. Verdict
for the amount paid into Court.
G HOSKINS v Patrick HOGAN - £3 3s 6d for
meat sold. Mr CLARKE (for TEMPLETON)
for plaintiff. Mr BRODRIBB for defendant.
G HOSKINS said he sold the meat in
question to defendant in 1859, at 1 ¾ d.
per lb. cash upon delivery; the beef was
sent by his orders to DALY, the baker, with
a bill, which he did not pay; he
consequently now charged him the credit
price. A boy of the name of VOWLES
proved the delivery of the meat to HOGAN, who, upon taking it out of the cart, said that it had
9
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not been properly bled. P HOGAN denied ordering the beef. On the day in question he was
looking for a mare he had lost, when HOSKING pointed her out to him; he afterwards asked him
if he wanted any meat; he said "No, he had just had a quarter from his son". He then requested
him to ask Mr DALY if he wanted any; he (HOGAN) spoke to DALY, who said he would have a
quarter. He again saw HOSKING, and the meat was sent to DALY; DALY said he would pay for it,
and was still willing to do so. Verdict for plaintiff.
• 5 October 1861: Advertisement
GEORGE HOSKINS, BUTCHER, begs to notify to his Friends and Customers that he has
REMOVED to Market Lane, opposite Chappell's Mill, where he will continue to supply the
very primest Beef, Mutton, &c., &c.
• 4 December 1861: Reward Notification
THREE POUNDS REWARD
Strayed from Mudgee, a few days since, one Chestnut mare, white face, three white legs,
branded like HR or THR conjoined off shoulder. One Bay horse, star, branded GD near
shoulder. One Dark Brown filly, branded ER near shoulder. The above horses are
supposed to have strayed onto the Maitland Road, and will make for the Macquarie. £1
reward each will be paid on delivery to G HOSKINS, Market-lane, Mudgee, Oct. 19th.
George’s butcher business must have prospered as by 1863 he was buying 22 acres of land outside
Mudgee, as reported by the Western Post & Mudgee Guardian on 31 January 1863:
• Land Sales - Country Lots: G HOSKING - Lot O, portion 137, 22a, county of Wellington, parish of
Mudgee, 21s per acre, about 2 miles north westerly from Mudgee, adjacent to Knox's and Price's
portions.

6. George Hosking and Anna Maria Foss Family
George Hosking and Anna Maria Foss produced seven children (all born in Mudgee between 1860
and 1876), as follows:
•

George Hosking (junior) was born on 27 February 1860 and married Marian Buckley (born
April 1868) at Myall Plains near Coonabarabran, New South Wales on 6 August 1885. They
had ten children between 1886 and 1909, as follows:
o George Patrick Hosking (known as Pat, pictured right) was born
at Mudgee in 1886 and married Lily Brenda Adams (1892-1974)
at Randwick, New South Wales in 1912. The couple produced
at least three children (George Elliott, Nancy Adele and Betty)
between 1912 and 1921. George Patrick died aged 84 at
Mudgee in 1970.
o Marian E Isabel Hosking was born at Mudgee in 1888 and
married William Gardiner Marks at Coonabarabran on 21
September 1909. Marian died aged just 28 at Mudgee in 1916. William Gardiner
Marks remarried at Dubbo in 1918 to Constance M M Slack but Constance died aged
38 just three years later in 1921. William Gardiner Marks married a third time to
10

Version 2.5: as at 14 March 2017

o

o

o

Georgetta Elizabeth Twigden at Manly in 1924. William Gardiner Marks died aged
82 at Coonabarabran in 1961 and Georgetta Elizabeth there died aged 73 in 1964.
Second son William Elliott Hosking was born at
Coonabarabran on 28 June 1890. He joined the
Australian Light Horse Reinforcements in May 1915
and was stationed at Liverpool camp in Sydney
when he died of pneumonia just one month later,
on 16 June 1915 (the 100th Anniversary of the
Battle of Waterloo), at Randwick Repatriation
Hospital, New South Wales. He is buried at
Randwick General Cemetery, Coogee (grave
pictured right).
Winifred Clarence5 Hosking was born at Mudgee in
1893 and married surveyor Edwin Amandas
Johnson (1893-1965) at Taree, New South Wales in
1920. The couple produced at least three children (Geoffrey Andrew, John and
Kenneth Alistair) and lived in Narrandera and Moree before settling in Kiama, New
South Wales around 1949. Following the death of her husband George in December
1949, Marian Hosking (nee Buckley) moved to Kiama after 1954 and lived with her
daughter Clarice and son-in-law Edwin. Clarice died aged 90 at Kiama on 14 August
1983 and is buried at the Kiama
General Cemetery (grave plaque
left).
o John Lear
Hosking was born at Mudgee on 26 Apr 1895 and married Muriel Primrose
Henderson (1896-1974) at St Nicholas Church, Coogee on 11 June 1921. The couple
had at least four children (Joyce Lear, William John, Svea Isabel and John Hodson).
John Lear Hosking was a WW1 ‘compulsory enlistment’ in the Australian Imperial
Force on 29 November 1915 and
embarked for the Western Front
on HMAT A8 Argyllshire
(pictured right) on 11 May 1916.
Following his return to Australia
he settled as a grazier at Boori
near Mendooran6, New South
Wales. By the time of their
Silver Wedding Anniversary in 1946 the couple had moved to Homebush in Sydney.
John Lear Hosking died aged 79 at Katoomba, New South Wales on 16 July 1974.
Muriel died aged 77 at Katoomba the same year.
Florence Victoria Hosking was born at Mudgee on 3 Jul 1898 and married Norman
Smith Woodhill (1897-1968) at Mudgee on 3 March 1920. The couple made their

5

Although officially registered at birth as ‘Winifred Clarence’ was known as ‘Clarice Winifred’.
Mendooran (current correct spelling) is also described as ‘Mundooran’ in several documents. In this paper I
have used the current spelling.
6
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o

o

o

home at Richmond, New South Wales where five children (including twin girls) were
born between 1921 and 1927. A sixth child was born at Nowra, New South Wales in
April 1930 where the couple is recorded as living in Berry Street with Norman a
‘storekeeper’. By 1936 the family was back in Richmond with Norman recorded as a
‘retailer’. The couple appears to have separated sometime after 1943 as Florence is
recorded as living without Norman at Richmond from 1949 to 1963. Norman is
recorded as a retailer living alone in Singleton, New South Wales in 1954 and then
apparently remarried; to Julia (or Jean) Miranda Barby, retired and living at Killarney
Vale in 1958. His new wife Julia died at Queanbeyan on 24 February 1962 and is
buried at Riverwood, New South Wales. Norman is then recorded living alone as a
‘retired retailer’ at Crow’s Nest in Sydney in 1963. Florence died aged 67 at St.
Leonards, New South Wales (probably Royal North Shore Hospital) on 28 May 1966.
Norman died aged 71 at Mosman, New South Wales on 11 July 1968.
Geoffrey Ellis Foss Hosking was born at Coonabarabran on 15 June 1900 and married
Jessie Teresa Macdonald (1906-1994) at Coonabarabran on 5 June 1935. In 1930
Geoffrey Ellis Foss was an overseer at Boogadah near Mendooran. The couple
produced at least two children (Kenneth and Marion) and by 1954 was living at Belar
near Coonabarabran with Geoffrey Ellis Foss recorded occupation an ‘orchardist’.
Following the death of her husband George in December 1949, Marian Hosking (nee
Buckley) moved in with sons Geoffrey Ellis Foss and Kenneth at Belar prior to moving
to Kiama after 1954 to live with daughter Clarice. The couple moved to Sydney and
from 1963 to 1980 lived at Seven Hills with Geoffrey Ellis Foss working as a wool
classer. Geoffrey Ellis Foss died aged 91 at Riverwood.
Nora Maggie Hosking was born at Coonabarabran in 1903 and married Ronald Keith
Baird McCulloch (1900-1980) at Coonabarabran in 1921. The couple produced at
least two children (Kennedy McIntosh and Major Baird). With Ronald working as a
wool classer, the couple lived mostly in the Sutherland Shire of Sydney. Sometime in
the 1970s the couple moved to Dunedoo, New South Wales where Ronald died
about 1980. Nora Maggie is recorded as a grazier at Nebraska on the Dubbo Road
near Cobbora, New South Wales (15 kilometres from Dunedoo) in the 1980 Electoral
Roll.
Matthew Murray Hosking was born at Coonabarabran on 25 February 1906 and
married Janet Madge Buckley (niece of Matthew’s mother Marian) at Sydney in
1936. From 1930 until his marriage Matthew was a ‘station hand’ living at Belar,
Coonabarabran. The couple appear to have moved regularly; being recorded in the
1937 Electoral Roll living at Weealah via St George, Queensland with Matthew still a
station hand. The couple’s whereabouts from 1943 to 1949 is confused as they are
recorded on the electoral roll in three places: 1943, in Darlinghurst in Sydney with
Matthew recorded as a ‘machinist’ and Janet a ‘storekeeper’ AND in Woollahra, New
South Wales with Matthew recorded as a ‘miner’; 1949 in Darlinghurst AND at Belar
in Warkton, New South Wales (near Coonabarabran) with Matthew recorded as a
‘bush worker’. In 1958 the couple is found back in Darlinghurst but Matthew
recorded as ‘no occupation’, usually an indication of retirement; however Matthew
(without Janet) is also recorded at that time working as a ‘boundary rider’ at
Eromanga, Queensland (about 320 kilometres west of Charleville). By 1963 the
12

Version 2.5: as at 14 March 2017

o

couple is recorded as living in an apartment in Surry Hills, Sydney with Matthew now
a ‘mail officer’. This wasn’t the last move as Matthew died aged 67 in Wellington,
New South Wales in 1973. There is no record of Janet’s death or any record of any
children of the couple.
Kenneth Hosking was born at Coonabarabran on 3 May 1909 and until at least 1963
lived and worked as a ‘station hand’ at Belar, Coonabarabran. In 1968 he is
recorded working at Yamba near Gilgandra, New South Wales. Kenneth appears to
have followed brother Matthew to Eromanga, Queensland as he is recorded at ‘The
Grove’ in 1980. Kenneth never married and died aged 83 at Quilpie, Queensland on
19 August 1992. He is buried at Eromanga.

George Hosking (junior), a mason and grazier, lived at Boramble near Mendooran from 1885
to around 1915 and at Boogadah near Pibbon, New South Wales from 1915 to 1943. At the
time of the couple’s diamond
wedding anniversary in 1945 they
were living with other family
members at Belar near
Coonabarabran. On 16 November
1903 (while living at Boramble) George was appointed as magistrate for the Mudgee District.
He died aged 89 at the Freemason's Hospital at Ashfield, New South Wales on 8 December
1949 and was buried at the Coonabarabran Anglican
Cemetery (grave
pictured right).
Marian Buckley died
aged 91 at Kiama on
1 August 1959 and is
buried at the Kiama
General Cemetery
(grave pictured left).
•

•

7

Andrew Joseph Hosking (my great grandfather) was born at Mudgee in 1861 and married
Johanna Mary Kearney7 (born 12 June 1861 in Ilford, New South Wales) at Mudgee in 1887
(further details section 7 below).
William Hosking was born at Mudgee on 4 July 1862 and married Annie Nora Buckley (born
at Coonabarabran in 1866) at Coonabarabran in 1885.
Following Annie’s death aged 46 in 1912, William
married Amy Aileen Winder (born at Lochinvar, New
South Wales in 1877) at Lochinvar on 17 December
1912 and produced two children born at West
Maitland, New South Wales (Edna Mary in 1913 and
William Roland in 1918 (died in June same year)).
These births indicate the family was living at West
Maitland during the first ten years of marriage. From

Kearney family (with the convict background) is subject to a separate paper.
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•
•
•

•

1930 to 1936 the couple is recorded at Marran near Pibbon. William, a grazier, died aged 75
at Mendooran on 30 June 1938 and is buried at the Coonabarabran Anglican Cemetery
(grave pictured right). Following William’s death Amy Aileen retired to The Entrance, New
South Wales for some time before passing away aged 93 at Mosman Convalescence Hospital
in Sydney on 16 May 1970. She is also buried at Coonabarabran Anglican Cemetery.
John Hosking was born at Mudgee on 2 September 1863 but died the following year in
Mudgee.
Richard Hosking was born at Mudgee on 24 August 1865 but died in Mudgee three months
later on 15 December 1865.
Elizabeth Hosking was born at Mudgee in 1868 and married Charles Walter Rowell (born at
Mudgee in 1863) in Mudgee in 1890. The couple produced six children between 1891 and
1909. The birth locations of the children indicate a family on the move, at first in grazing
country around Mudgee: Elizabeth Annie born at Mudgee in 1891; Charles Victor at Barraba
in 1893; Marion Stella at Gunnedah in 1894. The couple moved to Sydney by 1898 with
Minnie born at Redfern that year (died same year at Burwood) and Bernice Muriel born at
Waterloo in 1900. In 1901 the family is recorded at Wagga Wagga. Sixth child Ralph William
Hosking was born at Coonabarabran in 1909 and from that year to 1924 the couple lived as
farmers at Binnaway, New South Wales (near Coonabarabran) and by 1925 had moved back
to Sydney (Pennant Hills, with Charles Walter Rowell still recorded as a grazier there until
1933). From 1936 onwards the couple retired at Pennant Hills. Elizabeth died aged 77 at
Waverley, New South Wales in 1945. Charles Walter died aged 83 at Hornsby, New South
Wales in 1946.
Anna Isabelle Hosking was born at Mudgee on 16 June 1876 and married Arthur Isaac Smith
(born at Mudgee in 1874) in the Mudgee home of Anna Maria Hosking (nee Foss) on 20
March 1893. The couple produced at least four children all born at Mudgee between 1893
and 1908. Arthur Isaac Smith was the informant on the death certificate for Anna Maria
Hosking (nee Foss) on 30 November 1903. Anna Isabelle died aged 68 in Canterbury, New
South Wales in 1945.

7. George and Anna Maria Hosking – Final Days Mystery –
Quambone and Mudgee
Following a period of prosperity (as mentioned previously), by the late 1870s matters had changed
somewhat for George Hosking as he is involved in Insolvency Proceedings (see Sydney Morning
Herald article of 3 March 1880 – the matter was again postponed until 13 October 1880, then again
until late
November 1880,
when a ‘special’
meeting was held
at Mudgee.
Outcome is unknown at present, but George seems to have developed into somewhat of a rogue.
On 13 April 1888 George purchased the Governor Denison Hotel, then on the corner of King and
Erskine Streets in in central Sydney. Just six weeks later George was accused of arson in attempting
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to burn the pub down for the insurance payout. Two trials later he was acquitted, but not before
spending a night in Darlinghurst Gaol, only to released following his son George posting £250 bail.
By 1890 George appears to have moved to Sandy Camp near Quambone (55 kilometres W of
Coonamble, New South Wales), mustering 6300 sheep from various locations (Goorianawa Station
(45 kilometres NW of Coonabarabran) to Borambil (near Quirindi, 150 kilometres SW of
Coonabarabran) and Borambil to Sandy Camp, Quambone (see Sydney Morning Herald article of 11
December 1890 below).
Confirmation of the move to Sandy
Camp, Quambone can be found in a
court matter reported by the
Sydney Morning Herald of 3 August
1892 (article below) wherein
George has posted an £80 bail
surety in a horse theft matter
relating to Matthew Buckley (uncle
of Annie, Marian and Samuel James
Buckley).
Once again times appear to be
tough as George has written to the
court claiming poverty and asking
for consideration of non-enforcement of the bail bond.

In 1895 George appears to have spent six
months in Bathurst Gaol for cattle
stealing and the following year an
offender was jailed for stealing two
sheep skins from George (the matter
being heard in Coonabarabran).
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George Hosking was struck with pneumonia for two months before dying of heart failure aged 61
years at West Coonamble on 5 February 1900. The informant was his eldest son George Hosking
who must have travelled the 150 kilometres from Mendooran prior to his death. George, whose
occupation was listed as ‘grazier’ was buried the same day he died in the Church of England section
of the Old Cemetery, Coonamble8. Witnesses to the burial are unknowns ‘S R Skuthorpe and W S
Stewart’ (probably employees of the undertaker).
George’s movements from Quambone in August 1892 to February 1900 are currently unknown. He
may have moved to West Coonamble prior to his death but he also may have died at the Coonamble
District Hospital which is located in West Coonamble. Probate was granted on his will on 28 July
1900.
There is some mystery as to the final relationship with wife Anna Maria. This is evident firstly
because of the location of the March 1893 wedding of Anna Isabelle Hosking to Arthur Isaac Smith.
The wedding is recorded as taking place at ‘the home of the bride’s mother’ in Mudgee. Just seven
months earlier George can be
confirmed as a grazier living at Sandy
Camp, Quambone; some 330
kilometres NW of Mudgee. Family
legend states he did leave wife Anna
for another woman9 who lived in the
Coonamble area.
When Anna Maria died aged 66 at
Mudgee on 30 November 1903, she
was buried at Mudgee Cemetery, not
at Coonamble with George.

8. Andrew Joseph Hosking and Johanna Mary Kearney
Andrew Joseph Hosking (my great grandfather) was born at Mudgee in 1861 and married Johanna
Mary Kearney10 (known as Hannah and born at Ilford, New South Wales on 12 June 1861) at Mudgee
in 1887 and they produced at least four children between 1888 and 1897, as follows:

8

George Hosking’s death certificate records the cemetery as the ‘Old Cemetery’. In 1900 this would have been
the original general cemetery in Coonamble which was in operation from 1869 to 1912 when it was deemed to
be full and closed to further burials. Around 1970, Council removed the headstones and converted the area into
a park. The headstones were moved to the cemetery at West Coonamble (which has graves dating from 1892)
adjoining the historically significant Sexton's Hut, erected in 1912. The work was dedicated in 1993 with a list
of 629 names of persons, whose deaths were registered at Coonamble during the period that the old cemetery
was in operation, and known or presumed to have been buried at the old site, was inscribed and mounted on
the side of the Sexton's Hut. Unfortunately George Hosking is not recorded among the 629 relocated
headstones (or the 1892-onwards West Coonamble Cemetery).
9
An elderly family member states that any discussion of George Hosking was in hushed tones due to his
relationship with a woman by the name ‘Douchard’ (phonetic).
10
Kearney family (with the convict background) is subject to a separate paper.
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• Annie Gertrude Hosking (pictured right) was born at Rylstone, New South
Wales (55 kilometres SE of Mudgee) on 22 July 1888 and married salesman
Ernest Victor Ragen (1886-1964) at Bathurst, New South Wales on 23
February 1914. The couple produced five children (Irene Maude, George
Hosking, Elizabeth Jessie11 and twins Annie Gertrude Jnr and Ernest Victor
Jnr) between 1915 and 1922. The couple initially made their home in
Mudgee and Gulargambone, New South Wales but when the twins were born in 1922 the
couple was living in Sydney, initially at Granville then 14 Brunswick Parade, Ashfield12. Annie
was a ‘JP’ and was a witness to the marriage of Colin William Hosking and Lilian Greens
McKenna at Ashfield in September 1954. Following husband Ernest Victor’s death aged 77 in
1964 Annie moved to Chullora, New South Wales and died aged 83 at Burwood, New South
Wales in 1972.
• Irene Catherine Hosking was
born at Rylstone 20 August 1890 and
married Frederick Macleay Lawrence
(1888-1957, occupation coal
lumper/labourer) at Coonamble in
1919. The couple produced at least
one child (Doris Rose) and made their
home at Darling Harbour, New South
Wales then at Matraville, New South
Wales where Irene died aged 71 in
1962.
• Andrew John Hilton Hosking13
was born at Bathurst on 12 October
14 Brunswick Parade, Ashfield
1894 and died aged just 39 at Auburn
in 1934 (see section 9 below).
• Neil J V Hosking was born at Rylstone around 10 November 1897 and died there just three
weeks later (around 30 November/1 December 1897). His mother Johanna Mary Hosking
(nee Kearney) died aged 36 at Louee Street, Rylstone on 28 November 1897. Her death
certificate records her cause of death as a combination of nephritis, parturition (childbirth)
septicaemia (for 8 days) and pleuro pneumonia, indicating severe complications giving birth
to Neil 18 days earlier. The death informant is her brother James Kearney. Both Johanna
and Neil are buried in the Roman Catholic section of the Rylstone Cemetery (grave pictured
below), with Johanna’s burial recorded as 29 November 1897.

11

Elizabeth Jessie Ragen married Arthur Ashton at Canterbury, New South Wales in 1939. Their daughter Carol
Lauraine Ashton (Andrew Thomas Hosking’s 2nd cousin) was born at Ashfield on 5 January 1946 and married
Ian Lindsay in 1992. Carol was an excellent source of Hosking Family Tree information before her untimely
death aged just 64 at Mount Druitt, New South Wales on 10 March 2010.
12
14 Brunswick Parade: in the 1954 Electoral Roll, in addition to the Ragen family, Trevor and May Bridget
Nunn (Andrew Thomas Hosking’s grandmother) are recorded as living here. Colin William Hosking also
boarded here until he married Lilian Greens McKenna in September 1954.
13
Recorded in the Australian Birth Index, 1788-1922 as ‘Andrew J M Hosking’; this is a transcription error with
the ‘H’ being misread as an ‘M’. The Australian Death Index, 1788-1985 correctly records ‘Andrew J H Hosking’.
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Following their marriage at Mudgee in 1887
Andrew Joseph (a mason) and Johanna Mary
Hosking made their home at Rylstone (58
kilometres SW of Mudgee; 100 kilometres NW
of Bathurst); the birthplace of their first two
children in 1888 and 1890. The birthplace of
third child Andrew John Hilton Hosking is
registered as Bathurst in 1894 but the
birth/death of final child Neil and death of wife
Johanna are recorded as Rylstone in November
1897. However the 1897 Sands Directory has
Andrew Joseph recorded as a grazier living at Pibbon near Mendooran (176 kilometres NW of
Rylstone; 119 kilometres NW of Mudgee).
Andrew Joseph remarried at Mudgee in 1898 (the year following the death of first wife Johanna) to
Kezia Jessie Maguire (born at Coonabarabran in 1871), a union that produced another seven children
between 1901 and 1913:
• Eldest Phyllis Annabell Gowan was born at Gulgong in 1901 and married Thomas Fyfe at
Coonamble in 1921. Phyllis died aged 86 at Gilgandra on 10 January 1987.
• Francess Elizabeth was born at Coonabarabran in 1902 and married George A Knight at
Newtown, New South Wales in 1924. Francess died aged 80 at Coonabarabran on 8 June
1982.
• Florence Ada was born at Coonabarabran in 1903 and married Alexander Irvin at Waverley,
New South Wales in 1922. Florence died aged 86 at Sawtell, New South Wales on 13
January 1989.
• Lola Kezzia was born at Coonabarabran in 1904 and married John Hewson at Coonamble in
1925. Lola died sometime after 1980.
• Jessie Caroline was born at Coonabarabran in 1903 and married Victor Edward Brain at
Gulgong on 4 January 1926. Jessie died aged 70 at Coonabarabran on 27 January 1977.
• Richard Roy was born at Coonabarabran on 2 July 1908 and married Lila Hewson at
Gilgandra in 1931.
Richard died aged 50
at Manly, New South
Wales on 1 March
1959.
• Eileen Maude was
born at
Coonabarabran in
1913 and married
Wilfred Douglas
Hodge at Gilgandra in
1940. In 1980 Eileen
and Wilfred were
living in Long Jetty,
New South Wales.
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From 1901 to 1914 Andrew Joseph is recorded as a grazier at Annaville near Mendooran.
By 1915 Andrew Joseph had moved and accumulated substantial stock holdings at Wilga Park,
Tooraweenah. His ‘brand’ is recorded through the reported stolen sheep report from the Police
Gazette of 1 September 1915 (below).
The sheep were subsequently found
to be not stolen – see Police Gazette
report of 13 October 1915 below.

Andrew Joseph Hosking was still living at Wilga Park when died aged 63 at the Coonabarabran
District Hospital on 6 September 1924. His death certificate records his cause of death as a
combination of lobar pneumonia (21 days) pericarditis (7 days) and femoral thrombosis (7 days) and
the death informant was the Matron Stokes of the Coonabarabran District Hospital. He was buried
at Coonabarabran Presbyterian Cemetery the same day (grave of Andrew Joseph and Kezia, who
died aged 70 at Coonabarabran on 22 May 1941, pictured below).

9. Andrew John Hilton Hosking: Mystery and Tragedy
The 3rd child of Andrew Joseph Hosking and Johanna Mary Kearney was Andrew John Hilton Hosking
(my grandfather). He was born at Bathurst on 12 October 1894 and is regularly recorded as ‘H J A
Hosking’ and known as ‘Hilton’, presumably to avoid confusion with his father Andrew Joseph.
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From around 1914 he is recorded as a grazier at
Gilgandra, New South Wales. He married May Bridget
Tighe14 (born in Coonabarabran in 1896) at Glebe, New
South Wales in 1922. Given the marriage location and
the Newtown birth location of first child Andrew
Arthur John Hosking in 1923, the couple must have
initially made their home in Sydney (not confirmed yet
but possibly due to May’s pregnancy). The birth
locations of the next three children between 1924 and
1932 (see section 10), indicates a move back to the
bush, albeit roaming between Gunnedah and
Gilgandra (200 kilometres apart, with Coonabarabran
and Gulargambone almost exactly half-way between)..
A Sydney Morning Herald article of 8 April 1920 (right)
refers to Land Appeal Court rulings in Coonamble
involving Hilton John Andrew Hosking. In fact during
the 1920s he is recorded as a grazier at two properties
(Monkeybong and Myall) near Gulargambone. By 1930 Andrew John Hilton’s occupation is recorded
as grazier at ‘Liverton’, Ulamambri near Coonabarabran. However by the time he died at Auburn just
four years later the family had returned to Sydney, living at 41 Badham Street, Granville (now
Merrylands), New South Wales (pictured next page). It is suspected the move was necessitated due
to the Great Depression which hit the grazing community severely in 1929/1930.
Like his grandfather George, Andrew
John Hilton Hosking was struck with
pneumonia (for 14 days) prior to dying
of heart failure (myocarditis) at St
Joseph’s Hospital, Auburn on 5
September 1934. He was just 39 years
old and his occupation recorded as
‘labourer’. The informant was stepbrother Richard Roy Hosking (of Wilga
Park) and Andrew was buried in the
Catholic section of the Rookwood
Cemetery in Rookwood, New South
Wales on 6 September 1934.
Witnesses to the burial are unknowns ‘Henry Kelly and R J Hoffman’ (probably employees of the
undertaker).
Following Andrew John Hilton
Hosking’s death, May Bridget Hosking
(nee Tighe) returned to Gilgandra and
was living there at Myrtle Street when
her eldest son Andrew Arthur John
14

Tighe family will be subject of a separate paper.
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Hosking died in April 1941. She married Trevor John Nunn (born 8 November 1900 at East Maitland,
New South Wales) at Ashfield in 1947 and moved to 14 Brunswick Parade, Ashfield. As ‘May Nunn’
she was a witness to the marriage of Colin William Hosking and Lilian Greens McKenna at Ashfield in
September 1954. May Bridget Nunn died aged 60 at Petersham, New South Wales in 1956.

10. Andrew John Hilton Hosking and May Bridget Tighe Family
Andrew John Hilton Hosking and May Bridget Tighe produced five children as follows:
•

Andrew Arthur John Hosking (known as Sunny) was born at Newtown, New South Wales in
1923 but was tragically killed in
a bicycle accident on his way
to work at Croydon, New
South Wales on 1 April 1941
(April Fool’s Day) at just 18 years of age (Sydney Morning Herald death notice of 3 April 1941
above). He was buried in the Catholic section at Rookwood Cemetery on 3 April 1941
(Sydney Morning Herald funeral notice of 3 April 1941 right15). The relevant page from the
New South Wales Coroner’s Report dated 17 April 1941 is on the next page. Note his father
Andrew had died at nearby
Auburn seven years earlier.

15

In addition to May Hosking (nee Tighe), others mentioned are Mr and Mrs Ernest Ragen (Ernest Victor Ragen
and Annie Gertrude Hosking – sister of Andrew John Hilton Hosking), Mrs James Tighe (Ilene Henrietta Beazley,
widow of William James Tighe - May’s brother), Mr and Mrs Fred Lawrence (Frederick Macleay Lawrence and
Irene Catherine Hosking - sister of Andrew John Hilton Hosking) and Mrs and Mrs Harry Babidge (Henry George
Babidge and Mary Kearney – sister of Johanna Mary Kearney).
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•

•

•

•

Aileen May Hosking (pictured right) was born at Gilgandra, New South Wales on 19 May
1924 and married Thomas Leigh Boyd16, producing two children
Wayne and Kim. The couple lived in Belmore, New South Wales for
many years before moving to Newcastle, New South Wales. Aileen
May Boyd died aged 75 at Newcastle on 24 May 1999.
Colin William Hosking (pictured below) was born at Gunnedah, New
South Wales on 16 June 1929 and married
Lilian Greens McKenna17 (born at Edinburgh,
Scotland on 12 February 1935) at Ashfield, New South Wales on 14
September 1954. The couple moved to Melbourne, Victoria shortly
thereafter where their only child Andrew Thomas Hosking was born
on 6 March 1955 (Kew, Victoria). The couple moved again around
1957 to Queanbeyan, New South Wales (where Lilian Hosking’s
McKenna family resided) but separated soon after (divorcing in
1966). Colin William Hosking was an aircraft spray painter with
the RAAF being stationed at various bases including Richmond,
New South Wales and Butterworth, Malaysia before
permanently transferring to the RAAF Base at Fairbairn,
Australian Capital Territory in the late 1960s. He was heavily
involved with Rugby League football in the local district firstly
with the Queanbeyan Blues before becoming manager of the
Canberra Raiders upon the team’s entry into the National
Rugby League competition in 1982. Colin married Joan Flora and produced a daughter
Lynette Hosking (born 8 April 1963) and the couple made their home at 48 Macrossan
Crescent, Latham, Australian Capital Territory where Colin died of a heart attack aged 73 on
4 September 2002. Lilian Greens Hosking (nee McKenna) married Frederick Thomas
Naughton (1928-2011) at Canberra on 5 March 1977 and died aged 61 at Moruya, New
South Wales on 20 June 1996.
Elsworth Hilton John Hosking (known as Bub) was born in New South Wales in 1932 and
lived in Chadstone, Victoria for many years prior to moving to Mollymook, New South Wales.
He was married to Dorothy Ann (divorced) and had at least two children, Hilton John and
Trevor James. The couple also had at least two daughters.
Margaret Anne Hosking was born prematurely at 41 Badham Street, Granville on 4 July 1934
and died there 19 hours later (5 July). She was buried in the Catholic section at Rookwood
Cemetery on 7 July 1934. Witnesses to the burial are uncles Ernest Victor Ragen (husband of
Annie Gertrude Hosking) and P McCulloch (husband of Nora Maggie Hosking). [Note: her
father Andrew died just eight weeks later].

***

16
17

Where the ‘Thomas’ in Andrew Thomas Hosking originated.
McKenna family is subject of a separate paper.
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George Hosking
George Hosking
Mary Skelton
John Lear Hosking
John Lear
Susannah Lear
Mary Triscott
George Hosking
John Crossing
John Boon Crossing
Elizabeth Helems
Elizabeth Boon
Crossing
Henry Hamlyn
Elizabeth Hamlyn
Joan Gay
Andrew Joseph Hosking
John Foss
Andrew Foss
Mary Langworthy
Andrew Foss
Thomas Symons
Mary Symons
Grace Callard
Anna Maria Foss
John Elliott
James Elliott
Betty Shapley
Elizabeth Elliott
John Skinner
Anna Maria Skinner
Honour Harris

